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1.
2.

Cheque: I enclose my cheque/money order for $______(made payable to the MAV)
Credit:
Mastercard
VISA
Card Number:
Signature: ____________________________

Expiry date: _____________

Cardholder's name: _____________________________
3.

Purchase Order Number:__________________________
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All books and materials are supplied on a firm sale basis only. Returns are only acceptable in cases of incorrect deliveries, goods
damaged in transit or faulty print and bind. Notification of incorrect supply, incorrect invoices or damaged goods must be made within
30 days of invoice date. Damaged and unacceptable goods will be replaced at the expense of The Mathematical Association of
Victoria. Authority to return books must be obtained from The Mathematical Association of Victoria before books are returned. Credits
will only be issued when necessary for agreed incorrect deliveries, damaged goods or incorrect invoices.
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Important Maths Education info inside!
Please initial and pass on to other staff

MAV 47th Annual Conference
2 & 3 December 2010
The program is finished, the exhibitors
have started to book and everything is
underway for the 2010 Annual
Conference.
A copy of the synopsis book will arrive
at your school by the 8th October. If you
are an individual member then your
personal copy will be sent to you direct
(even more reason to sign up as a
member...). Registrations will open
online
soon,
please
visit
:
http://registration.mav.vic.edu.au/index.
php so now is a good time to check with
the office - 03 9380 2399, for your
username and password so you can
register straight away.
The program looks fantastic with quite a
few sessions on the Australian
Curriculum. A big thank you to all of our
speakers who have volunteered their
time to make this Conference the
success it is. We look forward to seeing
you
all
in
December.

2011 Membership Renewal
All MAV members will soon receive a
tax invoice to renew their membership
for 2011. This letter will consist of two
items:
1. Membership Renewal Notice
2. Contact information sheet
The Contact Information sheet will
outline the current information we have
on you/your institution and we ask you
to take the time to assist in getting our
database up-to-date with any changes
to your details.

2010 MAV Trial Exams
MAV 2010 Trial Exams have been sent
out to schools. If you haven’t ordered
your copy please submit your order by
visiting
our
online
shop
at
www.mav.vic.edu.au/shop

Believe it or not, this is our
last mailout before the end of the year.
The MAV office will be closed from
Friday 17 December midday until
Monday 3 January 2011.
From all of us here at the MAV , we
hope you will have a wonderful
Christmas break and come back
refreshed in 2011.

October 2010
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RMIT UNIVERSITY
The School of Mathematical and Geospatial Sciences, RMIT University is proud to offer you a
number of exciting, innovative and motivating sessions on your campus, for year 10, 11 and 12
BYtaking
RMITor will be taking Mathematical Methods. These school visits are
INSERTwhoADVERT
students
are currently
free and have been very well received in past.
Option 1: Mathematics and Statistics in Sport (~ 1 hour, ideally less than 36 students/ session)
In this interactive session, we provide 12 netbooks (students work in pairs) and we involve the
class in three activities currently undertaken by our own statistics researchers and sports
statisticians. The activities include Looking at Benford’s law in Powerball, How to beat the
totalisator and How to predict the winner of an AFL match. The session will also include a look at
the outstanding career options of maths and stats graduates, and a specific look at the work we do
with sporting teams.
Option 2: Your Career in Mathematics and Statistics
In this option, we present the outstanding career options of the maths and stats graduates with a
specific look at the work we do in different industries. This session involves some presentations of
the projects undertaken, and the problems mathematicians and statisticians solve.
Option 3: A Career in Mathematical and Geospatial S
This is a more general overview of the career options RMIT offers in mathematical, statistical and
geospatial sciences. This focuses on what our students learn, what careers they pursue and the
problems they solve in a variety of industries.
Please visit http://www.rmit.edu.au/mathsgeo/schoolvisits for more information and registrations.
Please contact the school at smgs@rmit.edu.au if you have any questions or concerns regarding
the visit.

INSERT

FREE lesson plans,
activities and tutorials
PAGE TEXAS INSTRUMENTS ADVERT

For details telephone Australia 1300 138 140, New Zealand 0800 770 111
email teacher-support@list.ti.com or visit http://education.ti.com/aus-nz
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From the President

New Publications
The mathematical perspective arises
as a discipline of applying both
qualitative
and
quantitative
consistency.
At the basic level Twisted exposes
scams such as claiming differences
on the basis of graphs plotted on
different vertical scales. Over 2009,
Prof Enting built on the work in
Twisted and dissected Ian Plimer's
book Heaven + Earth.

Twisted,
The
distorted
mathematics of greenhouse denial
by Ian G. Enting
The science of climate change has
been subject to a systematic attack
aimed at creating doubt and
forestalling any measures designed to
reduce the human contribution to
global warming.
As
a
contribution
to
public
understanding,
the
Australian
Mathematical
Sciences
Institute
(AMSI) sponsored the publication of
Twisted: The Distorted Mathematics
of Greenhouse Denial by Professor
Ian Enting. The main theme of the
book is that the so-called "alternative
view" is so full of inconsistencies and
misrepresentations that it cannot be
regarded as science.

This book encapsulates the many
faults of the so-called sceptics:
inconsistencies, misrepresentation of
data and references, right down to
plotting graphs on different scales to
disguise relations. It is a poor
reflection on the current state of
mathematics education that authors
such as Plimer think, correctly, that
they can get away with such things
and still have their worked lauded by
sympathetic media.
The result of Enting's analysis of
Heaven + Earth can be found at:
http://www.complex.org.au/tikidownload_file.php?fileId=91
Twisted can be purchased through
the
ICE-EM
website
at:
http://www.icemaths.org/shop/scditem
.asp?prodID=56
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How lovely it is that spring has arrived
and the weather is warming up. This is
the perfect
time to be doing
mathematics activities in the outdoors. I
know many of you will be exploring the
Mathematics of the Commonwealth
games in October and perhaps running
your own sporting events to coincide.
The location of the games in Delhi and
the race to have the venues ready for
the games provides further opportunities
for investigation. There are plenty of
opportunities to explore ideas from
across the curriculum.
A favourite outdoor mathematics outing
of mine is the geometrical journey along
St Kilda Road and Swanston Street in
Melbourne. I should warn you before
you read any further that this is a small
plug for an MAV publication! The
booklet Shrine to University (available at
the MAV online bookshop) has a range
of fascinating investigations linked to
sites along the walk. In addition to things
to do on the walk there are lots of
related activities to be done. So if you
live in Melbourne or are planning an
excursion, this is really worth a look. I
have found that the resource triggers
lots of other ideas for mathematical
investigations related to the architecture
and environment that surround us.
Have you had a chance to check out the
Maths Masters’ column (that’s Marty
Ross and Burkard Polster) in The Age
on Thursdays? You will find back-copies
their
articles
at
of
http://www.qedcat.com/ along with lots
of other mathematical conversation
starters and controversies.

October 2010
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I’ve been having some success in my
attempts to integrate some approaches
from positive psychology into my maths
teaching. I wrote earlier this year about
how encouraging students to use
character strengths that served them
well in other areas of their lives, are
useful in their mathematics studies. With
impending exams for some of your
students, positive psychology has other
approaches to offer that we have found
helpful. Relaxation and meditation
techniques can assist students to
approach tests and exams more calmly.
There are lots of books available that
provide guidance in implementing such
approaches.
I hope you have an enjoyable fourth
term and I look forward to catching up
with many of you at our annual
conference in December.
Dr. Jeanne Carroll
President

Advertising Disclaimer
Common Denominator may contain paid
advertisements for third party products and
services. Third party advertisements are not
endorsements or recommendations by the
Mathematical Association of Victoria of the
products or services offered. The MAV does not
make any representation as to the accuracy or
suitability of any of the information contained in
those advertisements.
The MAV takes no
responsibility for the content of the ads, promises
made, or the quality/reliability of the products or
services offered in all advertisements.
For more information about advertising with the
Mathematical Association of Victoria, please
contact the office on 9380 2399.

October 2010
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The Year 10 Statewide Mathematics
Games Day
organised by
Mount Scopus Memorial College and
The Mathematics Association of
Victoria

Proud sponsors of the 2010 MAV Maths Talent Quest.
INTERACTIVE MATHS ONLINE FOR YEARS 5-10

Methodist Ladies’ College Equal first
Rowena Cao, Brodie Farrow, Jasmine Zhu, Ken
Trufitt and Monica Hu

$28.00 per student account, per year.

On Thursday 22nd July, 25 schools from
around Victoria competed for the Vivienne
Willis cup and The MAV medals.

“By far the greatest reward for me is the palpable air of enthusiasm, engagement and focus on thinking in these
interactive, online classes. The changes in both my teaching and the outcomes and engagement of my students
have been truly amazing.”
Robyn Sutherland, Assistant Principal
Heywood and District Secondary College, Victoria

Contact us or visit the website to set up a FREE TRIAL today!
1300 887 907 or schools@hotmaths.com.au

www.cambridge.edu.au/hotmaths

Mount Scopus Memorial College Equal first Ariel
Kuperman, Benjamin Lewis, Adam Grodeck and
Dylan Dexter

Cambridge HOTmaths TM ABN 13 094 237 233 • 477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne VIC 3207

Many mathematical conversations took
place between the events and the most
talked about problem is shown below.
Question 20
The median of the set of following set of
ascending numbers is 0.6 more than the
mean. What is the value of x?
5, 8, 11, 13, x
Our sponsors this year were Cambridge
University Press, Pearson Australia, Link
Education, Shriro Australia, Wooldridges
Victoria,
Dymocks Camberwell
and
Macmillan.
Penleigh and Essendon Grammar were
awarded third place and equal first place
went to Methodist Ladies’ College and
Mount Scopus Memorial College. A number
of other prizes were awarded throughout the
day, including two Casio CAS calculators
from Shriro and two gold pass cinema
tickets from Pearson Australia.

Basic Home Loan

6.69

Penleigh and Essendon Grammar Third place
Steven Zheng, Aidan Dang, Brandon Lui and
Tom Minuzzo

A special thank you must go to Mr Simon
Pryor and Mr Michael Westbrook from The
MAV, Mr Tony McCartney and Mrs Grace
Taylor from Mount Scopus and Mr Paul
Kelly from Catholic Ladies’ College Eltham
for helping with the scoring and the smooth
running of the day and not to mention the
Year 8 Mount Scopus student helpers!
Allason McNamara
Games Day Organiser
Head of Mathematics
Mount Scopus Memorial College

Refer to website for current rates

Comparison Rate

6.69
reap the rewards of reﬁnancing

1

$0 establishment fee*

Reﬁnance to us between 1 September and 31 October 2010 and we’ll waive the establishment fee*.
You’ll also beneﬁt from:


Highly competitive interest rates.



Flexible repayment options.



Choice, from our range of great value loans.



A free, no obligation assessment of your current situation.

To ﬁnd out if we can save you money by switching, call 1300 654 822 or visit www.victeach.com.au.

October 2010
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*Offer valid for reﬁnance Home Loan applications received from 1 September to 31 October 2010 and loan must be funded by 28 February 2011. Minimum loan amount is
$50,000. This offer is only available to new Home Loans; it does not apply to switching existing Victoria Teachers Credit Union Home Loans. Loans in excess of 80% Loan to Value
Ratio (LVR) will incur Lenders Mortgage Insurance charges. Applicants who decide not to proceed with the loan may incur establishment fees. 1. Comparison rate calculated on
a secured loan amount of $150,000 for a term of 25 years. WARNING: This comparison rate is true only for the example given and may not include all fees and charges. Different
terms, fees and other loan amounts might result in a different comparison rate. A comparison rate schedule is available on request from our branches. Fees and charges apply.
Terms and Conditions are available on request.

October 2010
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The mathematical perspective arises
as a discipline of applying both
qualitative
and
quantitative
consistency.
At the basic level Twisted exposes
scams such as claiming differences
on the basis of graphs plotted on
different vertical scales. Over 2009,
Prof Enting built on the work in
Twisted and dissected Ian Plimer's
book Heaven + Earth.

Twisted,
The
distorted
mathematics of greenhouse denial
by Ian G. Enting
The science of climate change has
been subject to a systematic attack
aimed at creating doubt and
forestalling any measures designed to
reduce the human contribution to
global warming.
As
a
contribution
to
public
understanding,
the
Australian
Mathematical
Sciences
Institute
(AMSI) sponsored the publication of
Twisted: The Distorted Mathematics
of Greenhouse Denial by Professor
Ian Enting. The main theme of the
book is that the so-called "alternative
view" is so full of inconsistencies and
misrepresentations that it cannot be
regarded as science.

This book encapsulates the many
faults of the so-called sceptics:
inconsistencies, misrepresentation of
data and references, right down to
plotting graphs on different scales to
disguise relations. It is a poor
reflection on the current state of
mathematics education that authors
such as Plimer think, correctly, that
they can get away with such things
and still have their worked lauded by
sympathetic media.
The result of Enting's analysis of
Heaven + Earth can be found at:
http://www.complex.org.au/tikidownload_file.php?fileId=91
Twisted can be purchased through
the
ICE-EM
website
at:
http://www.icemaths.org/shop/scditem
.asp?prodID=56
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How lovely it is that spring has arrived
and the weather is warming up. This is
the perfect
time to be doing
mathematics activities in the outdoors. I
know many of you will be exploring the
Mathematics of the Commonwealth
games in October and perhaps running
your own sporting events to coincide.
The location of the games in Delhi and
the race to have the venues ready for
the games provides further opportunities
for investigation. There are plenty of
opportunities to explore ideas from
across the curriculum.
A favourite outdoor mathematics outing
of mine is the geometrical journey along
St Kilda Road and Swanston Street in
Melbourne. I should warn you before
you read any further that this is a small
plug for an MAV publication! The
booklet Shrine to University (available at
the MAV online bookshop) has a range
of fascinating investigations linked to
sites along the walk. In addition to things
to do on the walk there are lots of
related activities to be done. So if you
live in Melbourne or are planning an
excursion, this is really worth a look. I
have found that the resource triggers
lots of other ideas for mathematical
investigations related to the architecture
and environment that surround us.
Have you had a chance to check out the
Maths Masters’ column (that’s Marty
Ross and Burkard Polster) in The Age
on Thursdays? You will find back-copies
their
articles
at
of
http://www.qedcat.com/ along with lots
of other mathematical conversation
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I’ve been having some success in my
attempts to integrate some approaches
from positive psychology into my maths
teaching. I wrote earlier this year about
how encouraging students to use
character strengths that served them
well in other areas of their lives, are
useful in their mathematics studies. With
impending exams for some of your
students, positive psychology has other
approaches to offer that we have found
helpful. Relaxation and meditation
techniques can assist students to
approach tests and exams more calmly.
There are lots of books available that
provide guidance in implementing such
approaches.
I hope you have an enjoyable fourth
term and I look forward to catching up
with many of you at our annual
conference in December.
Dr. Jeanne Carroll
President

Advertising Disclaimer
Common Denominator may contain paid
advertisements for third party products and
services. Third party advertisements are not
endorsements or recommendations by the
Mathematical Association of Victoria of the
products or services offered. The MAV does not
make any representation as to the accuracy or
suitability of any of the information contained in
those advertisements.
The MAV takes no
responsibility for the content of the ads, promises
made, or the quality/reliability of the products or
services offered in all advertisements.
For more information about advertising with the
Mathematical Association of Victoria, please
contact the office on 9380 2399.
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RMIT UNIVERSITY
The School of Mathematical and Geospatial Sciences, RMIT University is proud to offer you a
number of exciting, innovative and motivating sessions on your campus, for year 10, 11 and 12
BYtaking
RMITor will be taking Mathematical Methods. These school visits are
INSERTwhoADVERT
students
are currently
free and have been very well received in past.
Option 1: Mathematics and Statistics in Sport (~ 1 hour, ideally less than 36 students/ session)
In this interactive session, we provide 12 netbooks (students work in pairs) and we involve the
class in three activities currently undertaken by our own statistics researchers and sports
statisticians. The activities include Looking at Benford’s law in Powerball, How to beat the
totalisator and How to predict the winner of an AFL match. The session will also include a look at
the outstanding career options of maths and stats graduates, and a specific look at the work we do
with sporting teams.
Option 2: Your Career in Mathematics and Statistics
In this option, we present the outstanding career options of the maths and stats graduates with a
specific look at the work we do in different industries. This session involves some presentations of
the projects undertaken, and the problems mathematicians and statisticians solve.
Option 3: A Career in Mathematical and Geospatial S
This is a more general overview of the career options RMIT offers in mathematical, statistical and
geospatial sciences. This focuses on what our students learn, what careers they pursue and the
problems they solve in a variety of industries.
Please visit http://www.rmit.edu.au/mathsgeo/schoolvisits for more information and registrations.
Please contact the school at smgs@rmit.edu.au if you have any questions or concerns regarding
the visit.

INSERT

FREE lesson plans,
activities and tutorials
PAGE TEXAS INSTRUMENTS ADVERT

For details telephone Australia 1300 138 140, New Zealand 0800 770 111
email teacher-support@list.ti.com or visit http://education.ti.com/aus-nz
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MAV 47th Annual Conference
2 & 3 December 2010
The program is finished, the exhibitors
have started to book and everything is
underway for the 2010 Annual
Conference.
A copy of the synopsis book will arrive
at your school by the 8th October. If you
are an individual member then your
personal copy will be sent to you direct
(even more reason to sign up as a
member...). Registrations will open
online
soon,
please
visit
:
http://registration.mav.vic.edu.au/index.
php so now is a good time to check with
the office - 03 9380 2399, for your
username and password so you can
register straight away.
The program looks fantastic with quite a
few sessions on the Australian
Curriculum. A big thank you to all of our
speakers who have volunteered their
time to make this Conference the
success it is. We look forward to seeing
you
all
in
December.

2011 Membership Renewal
All MAV members will soon receive a
tax invoice to renew their membership
for 2011. This letter will consist of two
items:
1. Membership Renewal Notice
2. Contact information sheet
The Contact Information sheet will
outline the current information we have
on you/your institution and we ask you
to take the time to assist in getting our
database up-to-date with any changes
to your details.

2010 MAV Trial Exams
MAV 2010 Trial Exams have been sent
out to schools. If you haven’t ordered
your copy please submit your order by
visiting
our
online
shop
at
www.mav.vic.edu.au/shop

Believe it or not, this is our
last mailout before the end of the year.
The MAV office will be closed from
Friday 17 December midday until
Monday 3 January 2011.
From all of us here at the MAV , we
hope you will have a wonderful
Christmas break and come back
refreshed in 2011.
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