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2004 MAV Annual
Conference
The 41st Annual Conference, ‘Making
Mathematicians’ was a huge success. Over
2000 mathematics educators from Victoria,
Australia and overseas attended the
conference. Thank you everyone for your
constructive feed-back; it will certainly assist
us with planning for the 2005 conference
“Mathematics – celebrating achievement”,
to be held on December 1 and 2

Congratulations to the winner of our
Best Suggestion Competition, Dianne
Beever for suggesting a “First-Timers Club”
and to the MAV display stand prize winner –
Jade Eldridge from Apollo Bay P-12 College
won a year’s subscription to Prime Number.

2005 MAV Membership
Subscriptions
2005 Membership invoices were included
with the November 2004 mailout. Invoices
are now being sent to those from whom we
have not yet received payment.
If your subscription is not received by
Thursday, 31 March 2005 all membership
services will cease as of 1 April 2005.
(Please note that the membership period is
from 1 January to 31 December.)

The 2005 MAV Maths
Talent Quest
Information booklets and application forms
will be mailed with the next issue of
Common Denominator. F o r
further

information,
check
our
www.mav.vic.edu.au regularly.

website

PDs for 2005 Maths
Talent Quest
The MAV is hosting a series of PD sessions
focusing on the MTQ and how you can use
it to challenge and stimulate your students.
There are a number of primary and
secondary sessions to be held at various
venues. Details soon on our website.

Professional
Development 2005
For details about the MAV regional
conference in Albury on Friday, 13 May
(MAVRIC),
our
VCE
Days
in
February/March, the VCE SACs program in
March and Maths on the Move program in
March, April and May please refer to the
enclosed flyers.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Farewell to Doreen Forrest
It was with regret that the MAV farewelled
Doreen Forrest at the end of 2004.
Doreen joined the MAV from her previous
role as a lecturer in mathematics
education at the University of Western
Sydney in 2003 where she was a longstanding member of the Mathematical
Association of NSW. Doreen was the
Professional Officer for Student Activities
and Publications. In the past two years
Doreen has revamped the MTQ and
NMTQ, and the growth and success of
the MTQ in 2004 to 13,000 students is
mostly due to Doreen’s hard work, vision
and commitment. Her MTQ Professional
Development program was highly valued
by teachers. Doreen is looking forward to
getting back to study and to her new role
in a school.
Welcome to Ian Lowe and Jenny Cook
The MAV is delighted to formally
announce the appointment of Ian Lowe
and Jenny Cook as Professional Officers
for 2005.
Ian Lowe has been a major contributor to
maths education in this country and
overseas for many years. He has
extensive curriculum knowledge, P-12,
has been the author of several innovative
and influential publications and texts
including RIME, Access to Algebra and
Chance and Data Investigations. He has
recent experience working with preservice teachers and is keen to work
closely with teachers in schools and share
his passion and knowledge for teaching
and learning mathematics.
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Jenny Cook has taught mathematics at
both primary and secondary levels. She
was most recently Middle Years
Curriculum Project Officer in the Eastern
region, involved in PD delivery and
organisation to several clusters and many
schools. Jenny will continue part-time in
this role in 2005. Jenny has proven ability
to work effectively with teachers, cluster
educators and regional personnel and
therefore brings most useful and current
knowledge, experience and skills to her
role as Professional Officer at the MAV.
Make sure that you and your staff receive
maximum benefit from these two exciting
appointments!
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Building on the Conference
Those who were able to attend the 2004
Conference at Monash will know what a
great one it was. While there were some
inevitable hiccups as participants and
exhibitors became familiar with the new
venues, overall feedback suggested that
the conference was one of the best ever.
Special thanks to Event Manager Julie
Allen, Conference Committee Convenor
Sharon Taylor, Executive Officer Simon
Pryor, MAV office staff and all members
of the hard-working conference
committee.
Congratulations to Dianne Beever,
graduate teacher, for winning the ‘Best
Suggestion’ contest. Her idea of a ‘First
Timers Club’ was judged to have most
potential for adding value to the 2005
Conference. Make sure that those great
ideas from the conference are not buried
on your desk and make a point of reading
and sharing the many excellent articles in
the Conference Proceedings Handbook
with your colleagues.

Supporting your
Professional Association
The MAV needs your input and support if
it is to effectively represent you. The ways
you can do this are:
• Make sure your school membership is
current and that this newsletter is
circulated, read and discussed.
• Become an individual member,
especially if you are a secondary
mathematics teacher.
• Join a committee (e.g. Professional
Development, Student Activities).
• Communicate your needs and ideas to
our Executive Officer and Professional
Officers.

Ray Peck
President

Mid-year Conference
It is clear that a mid-year conference
would be preferable for many teachers.
This idea will be considered for 2006. In
the meantime, take advantage of the oneday events planned for 2005 for Primary,
Middle-years and VCE teachers. Also
make sure you mark the MAVRIC
conference, which this year will be held in
Albury on Friday May 13, on your
calendar. It is P-12 in focus and there will
be 4 one-hour options. Why not combine
this with a relaxing weekend with
colleagues or your family in one of our
major regional centres?
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TRIAL EXAMS 1997-2003
THE BIG CD-ROM
NOW AVAILABLE !
Covering all three studies:
Mathematical Methods,
Further Maths
Specialist Maths.

Prepare effectively for VCE exams!
To order, please refer to the enclosed flyer

WRITING MATHS TRAILS
The MAV is receiving an increasing number of enquiries from
interesting places who would like to have a Maths Trail written for
them. These maths trails would then be used by classes of students
who visit the location as a way of enriching their visit and as a
source of interesting follow-up activities after the visit.
If you would like to be recommended as an author of one or more
maths trails, please contact Ian Lowe at the MAV on 9380 2399.
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Education Week 15-21 May

Problem of the Month

Celebrating the Centenary of State
Secondary School Education
Education Week is an important and
exciting occasion for both students and
teachers to participate in a range of free,
innovative and educational experiences. It
also provides an opportunity to showcase
the diverse range of educational programs
on offer to our school community.
Next year marks the Centenary year of
State Secondary School Education. The
opening of the Melbourne Continuation
School in 1905 marked not only the
beginning of Victoria's State Secondary
School system, but set the foundation for
developing and supporting young people
to become active and engaged citizens,
with a range of education and training
options available. Celebrating the
Centenary of State School Education is
the theme for next year's event, an
occasion where schools can reflect on
their history and plan their activities. You
are invited to start planning your activities
- whether they have a historical theme or
are designed to highlight key learning
areas - to ensure the Calendar of Events
is jam-packed with fun, free and
educational programs for students. I will
be in touch early next year to confirm
details, and to ensure we take advantage
of the great range of media promotional
tools available.
For any queries please contact Amelia
Cater
on
9637
2869
or
cater.amelia.a@edumail.vic.gov.au

(SOLUTION ON PAGE 5).

Professor Morris Puzzles were created by Doug
Williams with artwork by Rob Mullarvey.
The 50 Poster Puzzles are suitable for Years 2 to
8 to generate talk about mathematics. All puzzles
can be photocopied for your class.
For more information visit our website:
www.mav.vic.edu.au/PSTC/refer/pmorris.htm
Buy the loose-leaf pack from our catalogue:
www.mav.vic.edu.au/pubs/index.html

Answer to the November problem:
The point is about (17.9, 47.8)
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Follow-up activities to the
puzzle on page 4
Strategy
Look for a pattern - work backwards
Solution
Start in one corner and count horizontally
and vertically by ones.
Start Talking
♦ What type of numbers are missing (or
showing) each time?
♦ How can you tell if a number is odd or
even?
♦ What patterns can you find diagonally?
♦ Add up all the numbers in the first row.
...the second row ... the third row. Can
you predict the total for the fourth and
fifth rows?
♦ What about in the columns?
♦ Can you make a chart which counts
back by 2, 3, 4... horizontally and
vertically?
♦ Can you make a chart, which counts
back by different amounts horizontally
and vertically?
♦ Can you extend the chart up or down,
left or right?

MATHS GAMES DAYS 2005
A series of Games Days is being planned
for 2005. Full details will be available in
the March issue of Common Denominator
and on the MAV website
www.mav.vic.edu.au
Mike Westbrook is organising a Year 9
Games Day at Bundoora Secondary
College to be held on Tuesday, May 17.
Bookings can be made online – check our
website for instructions
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HANDS-ON, FUN &
EDUCATIONAL PROBLEM SOLVING
FOR STUDENTS
World of Maths presenter travels to
schools with 34 large, hands-on activities for
student participation.
GREAT REASONS TO BOOK?
• We come to your school.
• Students are kept fully occupied in small
groups.
• Promotes positive attitudes towards
mathematics.
• Activities cover a variety of topics on the
syllabus.
• Most of the activities relate to real life
situations.
• All abilities are catered for.
• 8 page answer and information booklet
supplied.
• Developed by qualified maths teachers.
• Approved by Dept.of Education where
required.
• Operating in Victoria for 12 years.
• Great value for money.
• Parents are welcome to attend.
Cost per student: from $3.50 plus GST
(depending on area)
For more information call our friendly office staff
on freecall 1800 634 218 or fax: (07)5563 7709
Email: bookings@worldofmaths.com.au
Website: www.worldofmaths.com.au
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The Mathematical Association of Victoria
ABN: 34 004 892 755

Publications Order Form
To order, fill out the details below and return this form to the MAV at 61 Blyth Street, Brunswick, Vic, 3056 or by fax on (03) 9389 0399.
Enquiries can be directed to the MAV on (03) 9380 2399 International: Replace (03) with (613) E-mail enquiries: office@mav.vic.edu.au

This form will become a Tax Invoice/Receipt when payment is received.
Contact Name:
School:
Address:

Suburb:
Phone Number:

Post Code:

(

)

Fax Number:

Please supply:
Item No
Quantity

(

)

Title

Total

Postage & Handling inc. GST
For orders less than $40
P&H
$5.00
For orders from $41 to $100
P&H
$7.00
For orders over $100
P&H
$10.00
For overseas orders please contact the MAV office for rates

TOTAL PAYABLE INC. GST
Method of Payment
Please note: orders will not be processed until we have received full payment or you have quoted your
school's purchase order number below.
1.

Cheque: I enclose my cheque/money order for $

2.

Credit:

Bankcard

Mastercard

(made payable to the MAV)
VISA

Expiry date:

/

(MM/YY)

Card Number:

3.

Cardholder’s name:

.

Signature:

.

Purchase Order Number:

.

CREDITS/RETURNS POLICY
All books and materials are supplied on a firm sale basis only. Returns are only acceptable in cases of incorrect deliveries, goods damaged in transit or
faulty print and bind. Notification of incorrect supply, incorrect invoices or damaged goods must be made within 30 days of invoice date. Damaged and
unacceptable goods will be replaced at the expense of The Mathematical Association of Victoria. Authority to return books must be obtained from The
Mathematical Association of Victoria before books are returned. Credits will only be issued when necessary for agreed incorrect deliveries, damaged
goods or incorrect invoices.
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