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Watch out for Membership
Renewal

It was with great pleasure that Life
Memberships were awarded to Margaret
Thom and Rob Money at the recent Annual
General Meeting. Gary Asp was unable to
be present but will be awarded his
certificate in the near future.

All MAV members will receive a tax invoice
to renew their membership for 2004 in the
November mailout.

The significant contributions over many
years of Margaret, Rob and Gary to the
MAV and mathematics education in Victoria
were fittingly and eloquently described by
Max Stephens and Lynda Ball. It was also a
great pleasure to have so many other Life
Members present to receive their belated
but equally well earned certificates.

“Making Mathematicians”
Thursday 4th & Friday 5th December

Continued page 3
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2003 MAV Conference
Book your places now!
Bookings are flooding in for the MAV Annual
Conference. Remember that sessions fill very
quickly, so get your applications in soon.
Applications close Friday 24th October. The
synopsis book was sent to all members in the first
week of September, and can also be downloaded
(and networked within your school for easy access)
from the MAV website at:

http://www.mav.vic.edu.au/pd/confs/index.html

VCE Trial Exams 2003

M.A.V. Publications
61 Blyth Street
Brunswick VIC 3056
ABN: 34 004 892 755
Telephone: 03-9380 2399
Facsimile: 03-9389 0399
Email: office@mav.vic.edu.au
Website: www.mav.vic.edu.au
Office hours: 8.30am – 5.00pm
Monday to Friday
President: Dr Max Stephens
Print Post Approved Publication
No.: PP32803/00103

Immediate Past President of the MAV, Dr Max
Stephens (Right) with Life members

WERMS
Written Exam Revision for MathS
All 3 student exam revision books for Year 12
students are now available - Maths Methods,
Further Maths and Specialist Maths.
Cost: $28.50 per subject (inc. GST) plus
postage. To order, simply complete the enclosed
form. Discounts available for multiple copies.

MAV 2003 VCE Trial Exams are now available
and all back orders have been sent out to
schools. If you haven't ordered your copy, do so
now!
Cost: $45 per exam or $240 for the complete
package (6 exams); $300 for the complete
Electronic package (all prices include GST, no
postage payable). Order your copy today! To
download an order form, go to
www.mav.vic.edu.au

2004 PD Planning
Members are encouraged to put forward their
suggestions regarding the content for programs,
as well as volunteer their schools as possible
venues. Free places at the PD are offered in
exchange for venues!

The MAV has a very sensible rule that councillors
can hold office for a maximum of five years in a
row. At this year’s Annual General Meeting, I
stepped down as president after four years
(2000-2003) and with the preceding year (1999)
as treasurer.

December Conference continues to be the
flagship event of our professional development
calendar. Each year seems to see a new
development. Running the annual conference
relies on a mix of voluntary commitment by
members of the December Conference
(Organising) Committee and the dedicated work of
the MAV Office staff. Teachers, both primary and
secondary, are enthusiastic conference presenters
and participants.

I am delighted to welcome new councillors and
executive members (see elsewhere in this CD)
and wish every success to Ray Peck as our
incoming president.

It has been great to see at December Conference
the growth in recent years of a specific strand for
those who teach mathematics in the TAFE, Adult
Learning and VET sector.

Ray asked me to write some reflections on how
the MAV has developed in the time I have been on
Council. In my first year, we appointed Sally
Turnbull as Executive Officer of the MAV with
overall responsibility for day-to-day management
of the Association’s activities and long-term
planning.

If the December conference is the flagship event
for teachers of mathematics in Victoria, then the
Mathematics Talent Quest has to be the
counterpart event for parents, students and the
wider community.

Stepping down – some
reflections

The skills and drive which Sally brought to the
position made my work as president relatively
easy. She was instrumental in convincing Council
to prepare a comprehensive strategic plan, to
identify its core business and to set targets for
achieving its goals. That was a key step forward
for the MAV.
During my time as president, the MAV has also
been fortunate in the quality of its professional and
administrative staff. They are the people who
interact directly with our members – individuals
and schools – and with the public. As good people
departed from the MAV office, we were able to
recruit people of similar high calibre. Simon Pryor,
for example, who succeeded Sally as Executive
Officer, has brought with him a wide experience in
working with schools and community agencies.
In recent years, the MAV professional
development program has striven to reach
regional members as well as those based in the
Melbourne metropolitan area. This has been
hugely successful. Many events are now offered
successively at metropolitan and regional
locations.
The annual MAV Regional In-service Conference
(MAVRIC) continues to be valued by teachers in
more remote parts of our State who might not be
able to attend even our December Conference. In
a previous issue of CD, I reported on this year’s
highly successful MAVRIC at Mildura.

MTQ continues to attract very strong support from
teachers and students in primary and secondary
schools, and continues to win financial
sponsorship, large and small, from many agencies
associated with education.
During my time as president, MAV Publications
has seen spectacular growth both in terms of
quality and volume. Publications sales for the past
financial year were at an all time high, buoyed in
particular by the sales of the Written Examination
Revision in Mathematics (WERMS) specifically
designed to assist VCE students with their revision
and examination preparation.
In line with its core statement of “Valuing
Mathematics in Society”, the MAV has
established, over the past three years, a series of
public lectures presenting mathematics to the
wider public.
Our recent series owes a huge debt to those two
inspiring mathematician-presenters, Marty Ross
and Burkard Polster. As a “warm-up” for this
year’s AGM, Burkhart presented at the Melbourne
Museum a one-hour masterpiece on “Magic,
maths and origami. A mathemagical tour”. His
presentation would have rivalled anything in New
York, Tokyo, Vienna or London. We are just so
fortunate in the depth of talent available. Overseas
visitors have likewise been amazed when shown
Jill Vincent’s wonderful publication, “Shrine to
University: A geometry journey along St. Kilda
Road and Swanston Street”. Jill’s newest edition,
by the way, incorporates aspects of Federation
Square.
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One of the delights of being president this year
was to see the conferring of honorary life
membership by the MAV Council on three
outstanding teachers of mathematics and
contributors to the work of the MAV.
Gary Asp, Robert Money and Margaret Thom,
who are profiled in this CD, have in their different
ways made invaluable contributions to the
teaching of mathematics in this State. All three
readily met the exacting criteria set down for this
award.

New life members at AGM
From page 1

Gary Asp
Robert Money
Margaret Thom

Most of the Association’s life members were
present at the AGM where this presentation was
made: Robin Borland, Ron Cowban (nearly ninety
years of age and still going strong), Oliver Moore,
Brian Phipps, Graham Willis and Vivienne Willis,
and myself.
The Association’s life members are, in a sense,
representative of all those members, currently
teaching and retired, who have contributed to
make the MAV into the great organisation that it is
today.
Their contributions are part of our history that
extends back for nearly 100 years. In 2006, the
MAV will celebrate the centenary of its foundation
at The University of Melbourne.
MAV Council has already started to make plans
for a series of events in three year’s time that will
provide a suitable celebration of the founding of
the oldest continuing association of teachers of
mathematics in Australia.
Knowing the support and good will that the MAV
enjoys from people, such as yourself, I am
confident that the MAV will continue to be a
membership-driven association which provides a
voice, leadership and professional support for
mathematical education in Victoria.
Max Stephens
Immediate Past President
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Retiring Councillors
Lynda Ball, Jenny Droge, Jennifer Le Marshall
and Phil Tascone have retired from Council after
valued service.
Lynda was a member of the Professional
Development committee, Jennie was a member of
the Student Activities Committee. Jennifer was a
keen contributor to our discussion about new
services for members and Phil was Convenor of
the Student Activities committee.
Continuing Councillors
Anna Austin (Vice President), Colleen Vale (Vice
President), Jeff Capuano (Treasurer), Sharon
Taylor (Secretary and December Conference),
David Shallcross (Convenor Publications), Mike
Westbrook (Student Activities), Dave Tout (Adult
Education/TAFE/Numeracy), Max Stephens
(Immediate Past President), Ray Peck (President).
New Councillors
We welcome eight new Councillors:
Liz Burns (Loreto Mandeville Hall, St Kilda, also
current AAMT Vice President),
Anne Grant (Uni of Melb ELC, Preschool
Numeracy Consultant), Eleni Goulas
(Lowther Hall AGS, Essendon)
Robyn Greenwood
(Diamond Creek Primary School)
Ingrid Kemp (St Catherine’s, Hawthorn)
Kelly Sharp (Melbourne Girls Grammar)
June Wright (ex-Principal, Ashwood
College, Melbourne University)
Peter Wyatt (Kingsley Park Primary
School, Frankston)

From the President
Now that the second of Max Stephen’s term as
President of the MAV has come to a close, it is an
honour to write this tribute to him.
In recognition of his outstanding service to
mathematics education in Australia over many
years, Max has been awarded Life Membership of
both the Mathematical Association of Victoria and
the Australian Association of Mathematics
Teachers. He has also served as President of
both Associations.
Max worked as a teacher and curriculum adviser
with the Victorian Education Department, including
three years in the United States where he
completed his doctorate at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison.
Soon after returning to Australia in 1982, he joined
the Curriculum Branch where he coordinated the
development of Curriculum Frameworks across all
learning areas. From 1991 to 1997, he was
manager of the Mathematics Key Learning Area
for the Victorian Board of Studies (now the
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority).
During this period he coordinated the development
of the Mathematics Curriculum and Standards
Framework K-10, and directed a major review and
subsequent revision of the Victorian Certificate of
Education Mathematics Study Design.
In 1997 he was appointed an adjunct professor at
RMIT University, and continues to hold that
appointment in the Faculty of Education,
Language and Community Services.
At RMIT University, he worked closely with Di
Siemon in the development of rich assessment
tasks, and associated scoring rubrics, for the
Middle Years Numeracy Research Project
(Siemon & Stephens, 2001).
He is currently based at the University of
Melbourne as the National Coordinator of
Numeracy Research Projects funded by the
Federal Department of Education, Science and
Training (DEST).
Over the years, Max has been particularly
supportive of teachers, especially those doing
innovative work, often jointly presenting with them
at conferences both here and overseas. For his
sustained contributions to mathematics education,
he was elected in 2000 a Fellow of the Australian
College of Educators.

Max is also well known to many teachers of
mathematics and researchers beyond Australia,
not only for being a true ambassador for
mathematics education in this country, but also as
a writer and researcher in the field.
Four recent instances are indicative of the esteem
in which Max is held outside Australia. He
appears, along with several other Australian
contributors, in the recently published Second
International Handbook of Mathematics Education
(Kluwer, 2003) with a chapter on "Regulating the
entry of teachers of mathematics into the
profession: challenges, new models and glimpses
into the future".
He is one of the few international contributors to
the two-volume A History of School Mathematics,
just published by the National Council of Teachers
of Mathematics (USA), where he was invited to
write a chapter on, "Assessment in the United
States and Canada: An outsider's perspective".
Two years ago he co-authored with Akira
Yanagimoto in Japan a book for primary and
middle school teachers on uses of mathematics in
that country's program of cross curriculum
studies. Next year at the Tenth International
Congress on Mathematical Education, to be held
in Copenhagen, Max has been appointed co-chair
of Discussion Group 13, "Evaluation of teachers,
curricula and systems".
Under Max’s guidance, the MAV is in excellent
shape. This year, for example, he has presided
over a review of MAV journals, a survey of MAV
services to the TAFE sector and a comprehensive
financial mentoring programme. He has built
around him an enthusiastic, competent and wellfunctioning Council. At the recent AGM, the high
regard in which Max was held was evident in the
special words spoken by Vivienne Willis, the new
and old Life Members, Councillors and MAV office
personnel.
I am delighted that Max is staying on Council as
immediate past president and I know that his
contributions to the MAV and maths education in
Victoria, Australia and around the globe will be
ongoing and considerable for many years to
come.
Ray Peck

Incoming President
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PROBLEM OF THE MONTH

WEB REVIEW

CHRON-ILLOGICAL
“What’s the time? Ken Chronos asked his
gardener.
The gardener glanced at a sundial, did some swift
calculations, the replied; “It’s a certain number of
minutes past two. Twenty-eight minutes ago, it
was three times as many minutes past one.”
The time, please!

Solution to last month’s problem

http://www.origami.as/home.html
Looking for interesting things to do with your
students in Term 4 or during your end of year
school programs? Origami is the answer!
In his presentation of the MAV Public Lecture,
MAGIC, MATHEMATICS AND ORIGAMI, Dr
Burkard Polster enthralled his audience with the
magic of paper folding and its connection to
mathematics.
This site links to many others and has step-bystep instructions for many projects plus lots more.

Instructions (Diagrams)

Wanted! Project
Development
Editor
Cambridge University Press is a world-renowned
publisher and is seeking to appoint a Project
Development Editor within its Australian Education
business to develop secondary school maths and
science products. The role will involve creating
new resources over time, but at present the
requirement is to develop materials already
contracted with existing authors.

o

Finding a specific model Origami Database

o

Published in Books

o

Help with Folding
*
*
*
*

o

Origami Symbols
Basic Folds
Origami Basics
Origami Book Errata and Hints

Collections
*
*
*
*
*

Joseph Wu's Origami Diagrams
"Phone Folding"
Origami Interest Group Archive Site
Origami Diagrams in Adobe's PDF format
Finnish FTP Site

It is likely that the successful applicant will have a
thorough knowledge of the educational curricula in
Australia, ideally gained through teaching
experience in secondary maths and/or science.

o

It will also be necessary to possess excellent
organisational skills and the ability to manage
people as well as processes. Knowledge of
electronic publishing would be an asset.

Happy folding!

There is a potential for future career development
attached to this position. Please forward
applications to vacancies@cambridge.edu.au or
Patty Persich Cambridge University Press, 477
Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne Vic 3207.
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Specific items
* Aidan Dysart's How to make an Origami
Crane

TM

Bo x C

ars

Looking for something for
your Middle-Years Students?

Box

Looking for a way to motivate and engage your Middle-Years students? Looking for a Numeracy P.D. relevant to both Primary and Secondary teachers? Why not join together and e xperience this hands-on workshop created by EdSource?
This 1 1/2 hour session uses cards, dice and games to explore the number re lated maths skills
relevant to students in Years 5 to 9. All games require nothing to make or do and are fantastic
for multi-aged groups and collaborative learning.
The session will be presented by Andrea Federico, a trained Middle -Years Numeracy Leader i n
the Western Region. She uses these games in her own classroom with great success!
Other ‘Box Cars’ sessions offered by EdSource include:
· Mental Maths & Number Skills
· Fractions Games
·

Probability, Chance and Statistics

·

Money Games (Term 2 2004)

·

Spelling Games

·

Student modelled lessons

·

Family Maths Games Nights

·

Private Combination Sessions

WHOLE SCHOOL
Maths P.D. for 2004
Box Cars Maths Games P.D.
is MOTIVATIONAL, FUN,
PRACTICAL, HANDS-ON
professional development for
ALL STAFF, helping to
develop EXCELLENCE and
INNOVATION in the
teaching and learning of
maths.

What is BOX CARS ?
Box Cars is a FAST, FUN, SIMPLE skill -based maths games program.
Games cater for MULTI LEVEL groupings K
-7 and promote the
philosophy of open ended learning.
BOX CARS allows for
repetition without boredom and incorporates simple manipulatives
such as cards & dice.
BOX CARS covers CSF Levels 1-6
Box Cars consists of games that cover the following skills:
· Place Value
· Rounding
Book
· Operations < >, -, +, x, ¸ · Decimals
Dece before
mb
get a er &
· Number recognition
· Fractions
disco 10%
u
· Graphing
2004 nt for
· Ordering
dates
.
· Probability
· And much more…..
CALL Lorraine on 1300 856 630 to discuss booking your
Private session TODAY !

Excellence in Educational Resources !
PO Box 454 Morley W.A. 6943 Ph: 1300 856 630 Fax: (08) 9379 1600 Email: edsource@iinet.net.au
Mangwana P/L/ ACN 072 836 125 ABN 68 962 305 964

2003 MAV MATHS TALENT QUEST
Awards Ceremony
The Awards Ceremony for the 2003 MAV Maths Talent Quest
was held on Friday 29 August at Wilson Hall, The University
of Melbourne.
The audience was thoroughly captivated by The Fabulous
Fratellini Brothers, who provided an entertaining view of
mathematics.
We would like to thank all of our sponsors, particularly the
Vice-Chancellor’s office of The University of Melbourne for
the use of Wilson Hall and the Plaza Conference Centre, the
Department of Education and Training, the Faculty of
Engineering at The University of Melbourne and the Faculty
of Engineering at Monash University.
Congratulations to all the award winners: individuals, groups,
classes and whole schools. Mathematics is truly alive and
well in Victorian schools.
Congratulations also to James Donnelly from Warrandyte
Secondary College, who was the lucky winner of the Maths
Trail competition.
Watch our website and the February Common
Denominator for information about the 2004 MAV
Maths Talent Quest.

MTQ COMMITTEE 2004
Have some input into the organisation of the MTQ
for 2004. Only 4 meetings for the year November 2003, March, May and July 2004.
Meetings will be held at a centralised location at a
time convenient to committee members.
Victoria is also the host state for the National
Maths Talent Quest in 2004. We will need a subcommittee to organise the judging and Award
Ceremony for NMTQ in October and November
2004. Here’s a chance to see the best entries
from around Australia.
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MTQ PROJECTS
Due to the large number of entries this year and
couriers picking up projects, some schools may have
another school’s project/s. Please check your student’s
entries to make sure that all projects belong to your
school.
If you discover any which do not belong to your
students, please contact the MAV office on 9380 2399.

Victoria University/MAV Faculty
Awards
Congratulations to…
Gloria Gauci, winner of the Best Graduating Primary
Teacher Award
Josephine Lowe, winner of the Best Graduating
Secondary Teacher Award

HP Calculator Overhead
Display Draw
Anna Austin kindly donated an overhead
display to the MAV. We asked members to
enter the draw to win this for their school.

And the winner is…
Barbara Broz at Marian College Myrtleford

