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Please initial and pass on to other staff

2007 MAV Annual Conference
6-7 December 2007
La Trobe University, Bundoora
Things are heating up for this year's annual
conference. All of the synopsis books and
exhibitors manuals have been mailed out.
Check with your school contact or Maths
Coordinator to view a copy. You can also
download
the
synopsis
book
and
registration form from the website –
http://www.mav.vic.edu.au/pd/confs/index.ht
ml but be warned the synopsis book is a 3.3
Meg file. If there are sessions you really
want to attend then make sure you register
early. You must have a purchase order
number written on your form or a means of
payment otherwise your registration won't
be processed. If you have any questions,
contact either Julie jallen@mav.vic.edu.au
or Kristen kmorton@mav.vic.edu.au on
9380 2399.

Professor Morris Puzzle
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Publications Order
M.A.V. Publications
61 Blyth Street
Brunswick VIC 3056
ABN: 34 004 892 755
Telephone: 03-9380 2399
Facsimile: 03-9389 0399
Email: office@mav.vic.edu.au
Website: www.mav.vic.edu.au
Office hours: 8.30am – 5.00pm
Monday to Friday
President: Elizabeth Burns
Print Post Approved
Publication No.:
PP32803/00103

Julie Allen
Event and Sponsorship Manager

Welcome – New Prime Number
Editor in 2008
Welcome to Sue Gunningham who will be
taking over editorial duties from Lee Kindler,
current Editor for Prime Number who has
been working hard for the past 18 months to
gather and write articles for this important
primary education journal. Our thanks to
him for all his hard work, it’s not always
easy to extract articles from people nor to
help knock them into shape, but it is vital to
the success of our journals.

Membership Renewals 2008
Membership tax invoices will be sent to you
this month. To renew your membership for
2008 and update your contact details,
simply return the invoice with payment and
attached form to the MAV office.

COMMON DENOMINATOR
DEADLINES FOR 2008
Term
1
2
3
4

Issue
225
226
227
228

Copy
17/1
14/3
23/6
17/9

Inserts
01/2
5/4
11/7
1/10

Mailed
8/2
12/4
18/7
10/10

This is the final mailout for 2007. We will
be with you again in Feb 2008. The MAV
office will be closed from 12.00 noon
Friday, 21 December 2007 and will
reopen on Monday 7 January 2008.

Advertising Disclaimer
Common
Denominator
may
contain
paid
advertisements for third party products and services.
Third party advertisements are not endorsements or
recommendations by the Mathematical Association of
Victoria of the products or services offered. The MAV
does not make any representation as to the accuracy
or suitability of any of the information contained in
those advertisements.
The MAV takes no
responsibility for the content of the ads, promises
made, or the quality/reliability of the products or
services offered in all advertisements.
For more information about advertising with the
Mathematical Association of Victoria, please contact
the office on 9380 2399.
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From
the President
One of the issues facing staff in most schools is
the increasing demand for the need to implement
and document new curricula and associated
monitoring of assessment. In the 20 plus years
that I have been teaching, we have moved from
HSC to VCE, through the CSF Mark I and II to
VELs. Add increasingly demanding requirements
for reporting against standards and one could say
paraphrasing Gilbert and Sullivan, a teacher’s lot
is sometimes not a happy one. On my recent trip
to Kolkata, one could observe, compare and
contrast the two curricula. As the teachers in the
school commented, nothing has changed in West
Bengal for 25 years. The curriculum is very
prescriptive. Mathematics text books are A5, small
font, few diagrams and very focused on skill
building. In Year 8, the students complete all the
algebraic skills including factorisation of cubes that
we leave until Years 10 and 11. As befits a nation
who trades, there is an emphasis on number and
ratio skills and all without calculators. There is no
debate about the teaching of the long-division
algorithm – one does - and the students know how
to use it and use it often! In Years 9 and 10, there
is still an emphasis on Geometry and proof.
Reporting is simple, with two or three percentages
given, the most important being the end of
semester examination.
But as with all superficial comparisons, any
conclusion that one system is better than the other
is problematic. Our nations are facing very
different issues apart form the obvious differences
to do with serving the population. There are more
than 80 million people in West Bengal and
although literacy rates are improving, there is still
the issue of the provision of basic education,
particularly in the rural areas. In affluent schools,
the class size is over 40, and one teacher told me
of her brother who was teaching in a school where
class sizes were greater than 100. But the
staffroom discussion was remarkably similar. The
Indian teachers commented on the lack of
problem solving skills with non-routine problems
and that the student’s approach was always
algorithmic despite their efforts to change habits.
For example, many of the girls would use the long
division algorithm to divide by 100. There was a
strong feeling amongst the teachers that the
curricula did need to change, that they would like
to have more input into what was taught and
definitely they wanted more professional
development on what was the best way to teach.
They were hungry for the latest research on how
to engage students, and were critical of their
administration as they felt that they rarely had a
voice.
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We cannot say that about Victoria. As a
profession, we are constantly engaged in
consultation and although at times we are
frustrated with the continuing changes, we have
some confidence (there will be disagreement
about this I know) that any changes are, in the
long run, for the best. But at least we have the
right to voice our opinion. And as an organisation,
MAV constantly consults with the stakeholders on
issues which appear. For example, Simon Pryor,
the Executive Officer and I recently appeared
before the Education and Training Committee of
the Parliament of Victoria to put our case on what
are the most effective strategies for teacher
professional learning. Amongst other options, we
proposed our PLAT model and strong interest was
shown. As well, we act as advocates on issues of
concern and I encourage all of you to continue to
communicate with us so that if possible, we can
address these issues. All in all, we work to ensure
that a mathematics teacher’s lot is a happy and
fulfilling one!
Elizabeth Burns
President

Farewell to Lil Forrester
Excerpt from Lil’s daughter, Allison Hallier notice:
I am writing to you on behalf of the Forrester
family to let you know the sad news that on the
23rd of August my mum, Lil Forrester passed
away. She was a tremendous woman who had a
huge heart. She influenced many, many people
and loved her maths until the end. Just this
summer she sat on the back verandah of our
home with my 11 year old son looking at our string
of party lights. She asked Jonathan what was
wrong with them and as quick as a flash he said
that they were out of order and the pattern was not
right. She came inside and was very excited
because she felt that her intuitive math's brain had
been passed to the next generation…Grandpa
had to subsequently put the lights right!!
Our family has always been very proud of my
mothers' achievements…in particular the Math's
Teacher of the year award (2000). The framed
award stood proudly on the centre of the
memories table at her funeral. As the citation for
Lil’s nomination noted: “Maths classrooms like Lil's
were the result of thoughtful preparation,
documentation and team work, all of which she
exhibited "in spades". Her work within the staff
and
the
broader
mathematics education
community showed her drive and vigour. The
broader community also benefited from Lil's
mathematics education initiatives. Lil Forrester
was a very worthy winner of the award for
Mathematics Teacher of the Year (Primary) for
2000.”
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Games Day

organised by Mount Scopus Memorial
College and The Mathematical
Association of Victoria
On Thursday 2nd August, 30 schools from around
Victoria competed for the Vivienne Willis cup.
Many mathematical conversations took place
between the events and the most talked about
problem is shown below.
Question 19
An old fashioned spider is resting on the floor in
the corner of a room. The room is in the shape of
a rectangular prism with the following dimensions:
width 10 feet, length 14 feet and height 7 feet. A
fly is on the ceiling in the opposite corner of the
room. What is the shortest distance the spider has
to crawl to get to the fly? The spider is too old to
spin a web.
Our sponsors this year were the ABS, Link
Education, Jacaranda and The Age. Staff enjoyed
a very informative hands-on Tinkerplots and
CensusAtSchool
Professional
Development
session which was lead by Brian Morphett and
Alan Madden.

Karen Du, Melissa Ho, Hyunsu Kim, Sylvana Zhu and
Ms Trang Pham

First place went to Camberwell Grammar, second
place Methodist Ladies’ College and third place
Melbourne Girls’ Grammar. A number of other
prizes were awarded throughout the day, including
the MAV prize for the hardest working student in
the relay. This was awarded to Alex from Trinity
Grammar.
A special thank you must go to Mr Simon Prior
from The MAV, Mr Brian Ho and Mrs Mandy
Sacks from Mount Scopus, Ms Trang Pham from
Methodist Ladies’ College and Mr Paul Kelly from
Ivanhoe Grammar for helping with the scoring and
the smooth running of the day and not to mention
the Year 10 Mount Scopus student helpers!
Allason McNamara
Games Day Organiser
Head of Mathematics
Mount Scopus Memorial College

Alastair Knox, Michael Looi, Lawrence Leung, Vinay
Kumar and Ms Robyn Crockett
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In its 25 CASIO
year, the Maths
Talent Quest (MTQ) was once again a tremendous success for students and
th

teachers alike. 2007 saw the arrival of the online registration form which made the registration process more
efficient and effective for both schools and the MTQ Coordinators. The MAV also welcomed the participation
of Tasmanian schools in the Maths Talent Quest.
This year’s MTQ saw a very high standard of
entries that were both commended and enjoyed
by the 80 plus Judges. Judges included school
teachers, university lecturers, student teachers,
retired teachers and the MAV staff. The Judges
voluntarily gave their time during September, to
assess over 500 entries at the State Judging
Centre and we thank them for their efforts –
without them, the MTQ would be unable to run.

A Big Thank You!
A huge thank you to our
generous sponsors and
supporters who gave their
time, money and support to
enable the MAV to reward
the efforts of each student
who participated in the
MTQ.

An enormous 2,842 students participated at the
MTQ State Level with thousands more
participating at the School Level. Over 500 entries
were submitted from whole classes, groups and
individuals, and each entry was judged in the
categories of High Distinction, Distinction, Credit
and Encouragement.

Also thank you to the huge
number of teachers and parents who contributed
their time and resources to support the students
with the creation of their entries.
Without all of your help, the MTQ would not be
possible. Thank you!

The Awards Ceremony will be held on
th
Thursday the 18 of October at La Trobe
University, Bundoora for all invited High
Distinction and Distinction award winners. The
Awards Ceremony program which includes all of
the winners can be found on the MAV’s MTQ
website at www.mav.vic.edu.au/studact/mtq.htm.

GOLD SPONSORS:

Faculty of Science, Technology
and Engineering

Finish the year in style or start 2008 with a
bang with a live stage play:

THE HISTORY
OF MATHS

And Finally…Congratulations!!
Congratulations to ALL students who participated in
the MTQ. Whether you received an Encouragement
Award or a High Distinction, you should be very
proud of your efforts and we hope that you will
continue to endeavour to aspire and achieve in the
world of mathematics. See you next year!

Certain to entertain and inform THE HISTORY
OF MATHS is an opportunity to show your students
some of the fascinating people and ideas that have made
maths such a unique and wonderful subject. It is also a
great way to encourage your students to see maths in a much
broader context.

October 2007

Performed in over 600 schools, andPage
seen5by over 100,000
pupils THE HISTORY OF MATHS will show
your students maths from a completely different angle.
Don’t miss what may be your last chance to see this long
running, tremendously enjoyable performance. For details:
visit www.sharptackproductions.com
email sales@sharptackproductions.com
phone (03) 9528 1277

‘It was a hit!’: Mark Leslie, Melbourne Grammar School
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The new TI-Nspire™ CAS learning technology builds on proven* graphing technology
and goes further to support research-based* instructional practices that include the
exploration of concepts across multiple representations of a problem.
Unique TI-Nspire™ CAS Features

* See TI-Nspire.com for more information.

Email teacher-support@list.ti.com
or call 1300 138 140 for your
CAS PD requirements, teaching
resource materials, individual and
classroom loan product.

For details telephone Australia 1300 138 140, New Zealand 0800 770 111,
email teacher-support@list.ti.com or visit http://education.ti.com/asiapacific

TEX4652 Common Denom Ad.indd 1

“…I had the most wonderful holiday. The
selection of hotels you suggested were excellent!
However, the cruise and train journeys were
better than I imagined. Thank you for organising
such a fabulous experience!”
Tilly Barger, Member

Your Passion. Our Technology. Student Success.

10/9/07 10:08:32 AM

escape in 2008
Victoria Teachers Travel has been providing an award winning
travel service to the education community for over 25 years
and was recently a finalist in the 2007 National Travel Industry
Awards for “Best Metropolitan Travel Agency.”
Our team of Travel Consultants have travelled extensively, so their
advice and expertise is based on experience. They spend quality time
with each Member, ensuring that every holiday is tailored to meet
individual needs and tastes. In the past year, Members who chose
to travel with Victoria Teachers Travel considered our Staff friendly
and courteous and the overwhelming majority of Members would
recommend our service to friends and family.
Victoria Teachers Travel invites you to ‘Escape to Britain & Europe in
2008’ at our free information afternoon on Saturday 27 October 2007.
To book your next trip please contact one of our friendly Travel
Consultants on 03 9285 4133 or toll free 1800 681 599 (country callers
only) or email escape@victeachtravel.com.au.

ABN 21 005 972 805 AFSL 240 960
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ß See multiple representations of a problem, individually or at the same time,
on a single screen.
ß Link representations of a problem to see how changes to one affect others.
ß “Grab-and-move” graphed functions to observe relationships and patterns.
ß Save and review work – just like on a computer.
ß Use built-in interactive geometry capabilities.
ß Experience identical functionality between TI-Nspire™ CAS handhelds and
TI-Nspire™ CAS computer software.

October 2007
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NEW

Cambridge Checkpoints
for Units 1&2 Maths
NEW Cambridge Checkpoints for Units 1&2 Maths Available in November for 2008 Booklists!
Superior revision and exam preparation, revised and updated regularly
to incorporate changes to the VCE and recent official exams.

Interactive
quizzes
available online



NEW! Cambridge Checkpoints for Advanced General Maths,
Standard General Maths and Math Methods Units 1&2. These will
include past Year 12 exam questions that are appropriate for Year 11.



Fully worked solutions and answers to all questions in the book.



Cambridge Checkpoints for Further Maths, Math Methods Units 3&4
and Specialist Maths will continue to be updated annually to include
recent official exam questions and fully worked solutions.

or
st f
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l
k
Boo 008
2
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CAMBRIDGE CHECKPOINTS Units 1&2
2008 VCE Advanced General Mathematics
2008 VCE Standard General Mathematics

| 978-0-521-71104-3 | $25.00
| 978-0-521-71105-0 | $25.00

2008 VCE Mathematical Methods Units1&2
CAMBRIDGE CHECKPOINTS Units 3&4

| 978-0-521-71106-7 | $25.00

2008 VCE Further Mathematics
2008 VCE Mathematical Methods Units 3&4

| 978-0-521-71584-3 | $27.00
| 978-0-521-71585-0 | $27.00

2008 VCE Specialist Mathematics

| 978-0-521-71586-7 | $27.00

* 2007 editions are currently still available. Please contact Cambridge on the details below to order.

Contact your Educational Bookseller
or Cambridge University Press for more information
ABN 28 508 204 178

03 8671 1400

Page 2

03 9676 9966

customerservice@cambridge.edu.au

October 2007

ARBN 007 507 584

www.cambridge.edu.au
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EXAMBUSTERS
Does your current
study guide have
all these essential
features?

New

ExamBusters:
Mathematical Methods VCE 3&4
Specialist Mathematics VCE 3&4
Further Mathematics VCE 3&4

ExamBusters Checkpoints
VCAA past exam questions by topic
Fully worked solutions
Question specific ‘Teacher Tips’

5

Question specific ‘Examiner Comments’

5

Common student errors explained

5

Suggested marking schemes

5

Multiple choice ‘Distractor Analysis’

5

Designed as the ‘Bound Book’

5

Extensive technology tips and screens

5

‘My Notes’ pages for students

5

Additional ‘Try This’ exam questions

5

ExamBusters can be purchased from our website or from the following bookstores:
Academic & General
Campion Education
Landmark Educational Supplies
Atlas Education
Endeavour Books
Link Educational Supplies
Ballarat Books
JP Books
Mountain Books
Bellarine Books

1300 135 113
Page 2 Page 8

www.exambusters.com.au
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North of the Yarra
Spectrum Bookshop
Warrnambool Books

The Common Denominator
MAV
Time-tabling
Survey
– reminder to
INSERT
CASIO
ADVERT
our secondary members
MAV continues to receive reports of changes to
time available to teaching mathematics classes in
Years 7 to 10. Some members also report that
their school is adopting (or has adopted) larger
blocks (e.g. 90 minutes) in order to plan their
school timetable with the result that mathematics
classes are being scheduled fewer times each
week (or cycle). Some anecdotal reports suggest
that time available for mathematics classes has
been consistently reduced in recent years.
MAV Council is now conducting a detailed survey
to obtain reliable information on these issues and
to provide advice to its members. The Timetabling
Survey is posted on MAVlist allowing responses to
be processed quickly. We need ONE response for
each secondary school. Responses can be
th
received until Friday 19 October.
Questions asked include the current time
allocation for mathematics classes by Year level,
and any changes in recent years in the amount of
time available. Schools are asked also to report on
the impact of any changes in allocated time.

MAV Membership Survey
At the start of Term 3, the MAV distributed surveys
to teachers with responsibility for mathematics in a
randomly selected, representative sample of 2000
Primary and Secondary schools throughout
Victoria. The purpose of the survey was to obtain
feedback about MAV membership and services.
Three hundred and sixty-two surveys were
returned or completed on line and the data is now
being analysed by ACER. The findings will assist
the MAV membership committee, staff and
Council to evaluate and improve MAV services
and provide even better value for membership.
Congratulations to Janet Andrew, Mill Park
Secondary College, whose survey was 'drawn out
of the box'. Janet wins the $100 incentive prize.
Those who answered the survey online also had
an opportunity to be selected. A special thank you
to all teachers who took the time to complete and
return
the
survey.

Another section of the questionnaire asks schools
to report on any changes to time-tabling structure,
for example, the adoption of 80-90 minute blocks,
and the possible impact of these changes for
teaching mathematics. We need to provide advice
to members whose schools have moved to, or are
planning to move to, such larger time blocks.
Information obtained from the survey will be
reported in Common Denominator and also on the
Web. ‘Hard data’ from our members will also be
invaluable in assisting the MAV to represent
members’ interests with the State Department of
Education (yes we know it has a longer name
these days), the Catholic Education Office and
Independent Schools. It could also be used in the
various parliamentary inquiries that the MAV is
asked to participate in.

Barry Hutton and Ray Peck hold the box as Rhonda
Farkota selects Janet Andrew's survey at ACER.

The MAVlist survey has been designed to be easy
to complete on-line. If you haven’t looked at it
already, please do so as soon as you can. If you
have any queries please contact the MAV Office
by email at spryor@mav.vic.edu.au
Max Stephens
Secretary
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Puzzle 16
Topic
2D spatial perception, networks
Task Centre Connection
Task 24: Lizard Hunt
Task 25: Drovers’ Dilemma
Task 96: Networks
Strategy
Look for extra information, try all possibilities
Solution
Puzzle 16: b,c,d
Used with grateful acknowledgement © Doug Williams 1997

10 10
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MAV Advertising Dates & Rates 2008

ADVERTISE WITH THE
MAV IN 2008

Common Denominator

1

Issue
No.
225

Ad Copy
Submitted
17 Jan

Receipt of
inserts
1 Feb

Mailing
Date
8 February

2

226

14 March

5 April

12 April

3

227

23 June

11 July

18 July

4

228

17 Sept

1 Oct

10 Oct

Term

Prime Number and Vinculum

The MAV has over 1,700 members across Victoria
from all sectors of education.
• You can include advertisements in our
newsletter The Common Denominator, or, now
in full colour, one of our quarterly journals,
Prime Number or Vinculum.
• Or you can add an insert to our mail-out. Prices
and dates for receipt of copy or inserts are
shown in the next column. Electronic or hard
copy is accepted. Please send to the MAV, 61
Blyth Street, Brunswick, Victoria, 3056, or
office@mav.vic.edu.au

Issue

Ad Copy Submitted

Mailing Date

1

3 January

8 February

2

29 February

12 April

3

5 June

18 July

4

29 August

10 October

Advertising Specifications & GST (incl) prices
Size

Height

Width

Member

Nonmember

1/4 page

121mm

82mm

$198

$237

242mm

82mm

$275

$358

121mm

172mm

$275

$358

242mm

172mm

$436

$598

297mm

210mm

$518

$678

1/2 page
1 col. w

Looking for somewhere different to
hold your next meeting or training
session?

1/2 page
2 col. w

Why not come to Brunswick?

Full
Page

The Mathematical Association of Victoria is based at
Cliveden, a magnificent historic house that forms part of
the Blyth Street Historical Precinct, City of Moreland.

Full
page
colour *

Cliveden offers:
A fully equipped training room that accommodates
30 people in classroom style and 50 in theatre style
•
A board room for up to 20 people
•
Space for smaller meetings
•
Ample on-street parking
•
Readily accessible via public transport
•
A convenient location between Lygon Street and
Sydney Road, Brunswick
Booking prices start at $115 and catering can be
arranged
•

* This applies to Vinculum and Prime Number
only, inside front or back covers where
possible.

Mailing inserts* (GST incl)
Category of mail-out
Primary or Post-Primary
only
Full membership range

Non-member
$434

$567

$647

*Prices for a single or double-sided A4 sheet only. Add 5% for
each subsequent page.

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND A BOOKING FORM,
CONTACT US ON 9380 2399, OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE
AT:
www.mav.vic.edu.au//assinfo/cliveden.htm

October 2007
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Member
$357
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Page 11
Page 11

The Common Denominator
The Mathematical Association of Victoria

INSERT CASIO ADVERT Publications

Order Form

To order visit the MAV online shop

www.mav.vic.edu.au/shop
or fill out the details below and return this form to the MAV at 61 Blyth Street, Brunswick, Vic, 3056 or by fax
on (03) 9389 0399. Enquiries can be directed to the MAV on (03) 9380 2399. International: Replace (03)
To
with (613). E-mail enquiries: office@mav.vic.edu.au

This form will become a Tax Invoice/Receipt when payment is received
ABN: 34 004 892 755
Contact Name:
School:
Address:

Suburb:
Phone
Number:

Post Code:

(

Fax Number: (

)

Please supply:
Item No
Quantity

Title

)
Total

Postage & Handling (inc GST)
For overseas orders please contact the MAV office for postage rates

$8.00

TOTAL PAYABLE INC. GST
Method of Payment: Please note: orders will not be processed, nor tax invoices issued, until we have received
full payment or you have quoted your school's purchase order number below.

1.
2.

Cheque: I enclose my cheque/money order for $______(made payable to the MAV)
Credit:
Mastercard
VISA
Card Number:
Signature: ____________________________

Expiry date: _____________

Cardholder's name: _____________________________
3.

Purchase Order Number:__________________________

CREDITS/RETURNS POLICY

Page 2

All books and materials are supplied on a firm sale basis only. Returns are only acceptable in cases of incorrect deliveries, goods
damaged in transit or faulty print and bind. Notification of incorrect supply, incorrect invoices or damaged goods must be made within
30 days of invoice date. Damaged and unacceptable goods will be replaced at the expense of The Mathematical Association of
Page
Victoria.12Authority to return books must be obtained from The Mathematical Association of Victoria before books are returned. Credits
October
2007
will only be issued when necessary for agreed incorrect
deliveries,
damaged goods or incorrect invoices.

