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Professional Development Application Form
Tax Invoice/Receipt (ABN 34 004 892 755)
School:
Address:

__________________________________
Telephone:

Postcode:

_________________________________

Fax:

Principal’s Endorsement (if required):
MAV Membership:

Individual

Institutional

Newsletter No. 207

Non-member

Date

Venue
(ie Bendigo)

Title of Session

Name of Attendees

Cost
Inc. GST

Inside
Page 2
From the Immediate
Past President

Page 5
Games Days

Page 6

TOTAL COST INC. GST

University of Canberra
City of Melbourne
Method of Payment:
I enclose a cheque/money order/purchase order for $______________________ (made payable to
MAV)
Purchase Order No. __________________
OR
Please charge $_________________ to my:

Bankcard

Mastercard

VISA

Expiry Date:
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Publication Information
Problems of the Month
Web Review

All entries have now been received for
judging, and you may even have heard by
now whether your school has prize-winning
entries.
By now all entries that have not won a prize
should have been collected. All winning
entries will be on display at The Odeon,
Union Building, La Trobe University,
Bundoora, in the week commencing
nd
Sunday, 22 August:
•

Sunday 12pm – 4pm

•

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
9am – 3pm

On these days you can also take part in the
Maths Trail on the Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday, however not on Sunday,
around the University. The Trail is suitable
for upper primary and lower secondary
students. Please note:

_________________________________
_________________

Signature:

________________________________

Please return this form to: The Mathematical Association of Victoria, Cliveden, 61 Blyth
Street, BRUNSWICK VIC 3056, Tel. 9380 2399, Fax. 9389 0399
PLEASE READ THE FINE PRINT:
ACKNOWLEDGMENT LETTERS: Letters of acknowledgment are only sent out to attendees for full
day professional development sessions. Those people attending after school professional
development sessions will only be notified if a place is NOT available.
CANCELLATION: If you are unable to attend a session that you have booked into, refunds will not be
issued if you cancel your booking less than 2 working days prior to the day of the session. Bookings
are transferable to another person.
CLAIM ALL DISCOUNTS: If you do not claim relevant discounts, a refund of the difference between
the standard and discount price will only be issued upon a formal written request. In this instance, an
administration fee of 25% (of the refund) will be deducted.
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PD Application Form
M.A.V. Publications
61 Blyth Street
Brunswick VIC 3056
ABN: 34 004 892 755
Telephone: 03-9380 2399
Facsimile: 03-9389 0399
Email: office@mav.vic.edu.au
Website: www.mav.vic.edu.au
Office hours: 8.30am – 5.00pm
Monday to Friday
President: Mr Ray Peck
Print Post Approved Publication
No.: PP32803/00103

The Annual General Meeting of the MAV
th
will be held on Saturday, 11 September
2004 at 12.15pm at the Melbourne
Museum. At that meeting the 2005 MAV
Council will be elected. Nominations for
th
Council close on Monday, 16 August 2004.
Nomination forms are available at
www.mav.vic.edu.au/assinfo/council.htm

All members are invited to attend the AGM.
Please RSVP to Simon Pryor on (03) 9380
2399 or email spryor@mav.vic.edu.au.

PDs for 2004
We have some great programs for the
remainder of the year, including a day in
Croydon for middle years maths teachers
and two after-school series, one for CAS
and one for statistics. Check the following
PD pages as well as the web site for all the
l a t e s t
d e t a i l s :
http://www.mav.vic.edu.au/pd/pd2004.htm

Bookings are essential for viewing the
MTQ displays and doing the Maths
Trail; contact the MAV office on 9380
2399.

•

Group Bookings cannot exceed 25
students.

Middle Years Maths Days 9am-3.30pm
Metropolitan venue - Croydon - Friday 3rd
September

The Quest will conclude with the Awards
th
Ceremony on Friday, 27 August beginning
at 11am in the Union Hall, La Trobe
University, Bundoora.

Free Public Lectures
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An invitation to our AGM

•
Professional
Development

Card Number:
Name on card:

MTQ Display

August, 2004

Please reserve places for the following:

2004 VCE Trial Exams
Order Now!
Due early in September
see enclosed flyer

The Age Theatre
Melbourne Museum
MELBOURNE
• Numerology, by Amateurs &
Professionals - Sun - 29 Aug
• Count Count & the Knotty Knots
- Sat – 11 Sep
Details online
http://www.mav.vic.edu.au/online/index.html
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From the Immediate Past
President
Max Stephens reports on his recent time in
Japan
I have been invited by the President to provide a
short report of my recent time in Japan as a
visiting professor at the University of Tsukuba,
near Tokyo. My visit was sponsored by Professor
Masami Isoda at the Centre for Research in
International Cooperation in Education
Development (CRICED). The Centre has a special
role in working with teachers and schools in
developing countries, and is involved in a number
of international projects through JICA (Japanese
International Cooperation Agency) and other
agencies such as the World Bank.
My work took me into classrooms in the University
of Tsukuba’s attached schools in Tokyo and into
primary and middle schools in Tsukuba city itself. I
was impressed by the confidence with which many
Japanese children could write and talk about quite
difficult mathematical ideas, and by the many
excellent classroom teachers. I also gave a series
of seminars on children’s early algebraic thinking
at Hiroshima University, Yokohama National
University and at Tokyo Gakugei University.
Tsukuba study
The study looked at students’ disposition to use
relational thinking or calculation based thinking on
three families of problems in Grades 3 & 4, 5 & 6
and 7 & 8. Over 400 students were involved in
Tokyo and Tsukuba. Simple addition problems,
such as 23 + 11 = ? + 14, were used along with
difference problems such as 27 ? = 31 18, and
some other number expressions, like 746 263 +
? = 747, which allowed students to ‘balance’ the
numbers involved. These three types or families of
problems were the same for all students in all
grades. In all cases, students were free to choose
to solve the problems by calculation or by relating
the various numbers and operations involved.
They were also asked to explain how they had
arrived at their answer. Finally, for Grades 5 & 6
and Grades 7 & 8, several expressions involving
literal symbols had to be constructed which were
true for all values of the unknown number.
Over 30% of students in Grades 3 & 4 used
relational thinking to solve the addition problems,
and could clearly explain their thinking in relational
terms. The proportion of students using relational
thinking across all three types of number
expressions increased to over 60% in Grades 7 &
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8. Still, the number of students who relied entirely
on calculation methods remained at about 30% in
Grades 7 & 8, with the remainder using a mix of
both approaches.
Those students in Grades 5 & 6 and Grades 7 & 8
who consistently used relational strategies on
number expressions had significantly higher
success in dealing correctly with expressions
involving literal symbols than those who had used
calculation based approaches or who switched
between the two approaches. This was particularly
evident in Grades 5 & 6 where students were
meeting simple symbolic expressions for the first
time. The same successful transfer of relational
strategies from number expressions to symbolic
expressions was also demonstrated very strongly
in Grades 7 & 8 where students had to deal with
more complex symbolic expressions. Some of
those who relied on arithmetical/calculation based
strategies in dealing with number expressions
were able to ‘change over’ to relational thinking in
dealing with symbolic expressions, but others
were incapable of attempting questions involving
literal symbols or made serious mistakes when
they did attempt them.
Implications for developing countries
In all countries, governments are trying to ensure
that all students attain sound foundations in
literacy and numeracy. In developing countries,
these policies are being pursued in parallel with an
expansion of access of young people to high
school education.
In many developing countries where education
was restricted to the primary school years,
mathematics in the primary school had a strong
focus on calculation, with arithmetic being the
main topic with some additional study of simple
measurement (including money) and elementary
geometry. This kind of mathematics education
was thought to be sufficient for those who would
not continue to secondary school. For these young
people, future employment was in agriculture,
based on village life, or in manufacturing and other
labour-intensive occupations such as mining or
fishing. Additional mathematical knowledge that
might be needed in these occupations could, it
was argued, be provided to these people in their
workplace.
As many of these occupations have disappeared,
and their places taken by knowledge and servicebased industries, governments in developing
countries have increased or are currently greatly
increasing access to high school education. In
Thailand, for example, the government has
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2004 Professional Development
Full-Day Pds - COST - $130 p/person for members, $165 p/person for non-members, $115 p/person for schools sending
4 teachers or more (all prices are GST inclusive).
Registration forms for Full Day / After-school PDs- using the Professional Development application form available on
the back page of this issue or download the application form from the web site at http://www.mav.vic.edu.au/pd/pd2004.htm.
Date/Time/Venue
Friday, 3 September 2004
9am-3.30pm
Croydon

Term 3 - Description
Middle Years Maths Day - Sessions to be presented
include: Engaging activities for middle years students
(Charles Lovitt), Using manipulatives to teach algebra
(Andrea Federico), Creating a thinking community
(Suzanne Gunningham) and Intervention in the middle
years (Colleen Vale).

Cost
$130 p/person for members.
$165 p/person for
non-members.
$115 p/person for schools
sending 4 teachers or more.
All prices are GST inclusive.

After-School PDs
Cost - $30 members, $40 non-members (inc GST). Cost includes afternoon tea.
Date / Time

Venue

Suburb /
Melways No.

Tue
10 Aug
4.30 – 6.30pm

Wellington
Sec College

Mulgrave
80 D4

Mon
23 Aug
4.30 – 6pm

Our Lady of
Sion

Box Hill
47 E9

Taylors Lake
Sec College

Taylors Lake
13 J3

Haileybury
College

Keysborough
Sen. School
88 J9

Frankston
High School

Frankston
102 E7

Wed
28 July
4.30 – 6pm
Wed
11 Aug
4.30 – 6pm
Wed
4 Aug
4.30 – 6.30pm

Mon
16 Aug
4.30 – 6.30pm

Mon
6 Sept
4.30 – 6.00pm
Tues
7 Sept
4.30 – 6.00pm

Our Lady of
Sion

Ivanhoe
Grammar,
Rigdeway
Secondary
Campus
Geelong
College

Box Hill
47 E9

Ivanhoe
31 F8
Geelong
451 G5

Wed
8 Sept
4.30 – 6.00pm

Copperfield
College
Senior
Campus

Delahey
13 E6

Thur
9 Sept
4.30 – 6.00pm

Kambrya
College

Berwick
131 D2

Topic
An introduction and overview of CAS
Teachers will have the opportunity to use and be guided through
some of the capabilities of a CAS calculator (TI-89) as well as a
discussion on some of the issues to be considered when engaging
with this type of technology. For instance: How might your teaching
change? What about manual hand skills - how much do they still
need to know?
No CAS calculator experience required.
Presenters; Essendon – Peter Flynn, Wellington – Michael Evans
Maths Methods CAS - Year 11
A teacher from one of the schools that has piloted the CAS Maths
Methods Units 1 & 2 course will share their thoughts and reflections
on how their implementation went, changes they have made,
recommendations to consider, as well as share some activities that
have been developed.
Presenters; Sion – Helen Mulvogue, Taylors Lake – Peter Shallard,
Haileybury – Carol Patterson & Linda Harland
Let's Get Connected! Internet - Computer - Graphic Calculator Applications
Knowledge on how to store and retrieve files between your calculator
and computer, gathering data sets from the Internet and placing them
directly into lists on your calculator and having access to a wide
range of free applications, such as Junior Cabri, Conics, Probability
Simulations and many more, provides for a stimulating classroom
environment where up to date and relevant data can be accessed,
used and shared with ease. Teachers should bring their TI-83plus, TI
- 89 or Voyage 200.
Presenters: Frankston – Peter Fox, Sion – David Tynan
“What can I do with Statistics that is interesting, engaging and
worthwhile in the Upper Middle and Senior/VCE years? “
See how pathways both into and within Further Mathematics can
engage students in wonderful learning.
How to make the time you spend on Statistics with years 7-12 more
interesting, engaging and worthwhile. Using the national “Senior
School Census – online” project via the www you will sample from
the student built population data set and answer some very
meaningful questions.
Unlock the concepts of population and sampling for your students
with relevant data that fuels motivation and inquiry. Presenter:
Anthony Harradine
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PUBLICATIONS INFORMATION

From the Immediate Past President ……..
continued from page 2
recently announced a new policy where all young
people in that country will have a right to thirteen
years of schooling.

WERMS SPECIAL OFFER
Written Exam Revisions
for Maths
For full details of the WERMS
series see the MAV
Publications Catalogue at:
www.mav.edu.edu.au/pubs.
To order, refer to the
flyer enclosed.

2003 Solutions
Solutions to the 2003 VCAA Exams are
now available from the MAV.

COMING SOON
2004 Trial Examinations
Available September
Prepare effectively for the 2004 VCE Mathematics
Examinations by ordering your copy of the MAV Trial
Examinations now. Exams 1 & 2 for each study:
Methods, Specialist and Further will be available in
September.
Only $45 per exam or $240 for the complete
package. Electronic copies are also available for
$300. To order, refer to the flyer enclosed.

PROBLEMS
OF THE MONTH

MATHS MONTH SPECIAL
ON BADGES – 50% off
Available for the month of August only
Badges 50 cents each.
Check out the designs and order form
on the MAV website at:
www.mav.vic.edu.au/pubs/index.html

WEB REVIEW
ARCHIMEDES’ LABORATORY

A bucket containing 40 nails weighs 175
grams.
The same bucket with 20 nails weighs 95
grams.
1. How much does the bucket weigh?
2. How much does each nail weigh?

http://www.archimedes-lab.org/
Puzzling and Mental Activities
A great site if you love doing brain teasers and
wrestling with geometry problems. It contains puzzles
to make; puzzles to solve; tricks to perform, tools &
automata and links to many more activities. The
following sections of the site will give you an idea of
the broad range of activities and resources available
across a wide range of levels.

Answers to June’s
Problem of the Month
They both add to 62. P.S. I come from
England.

Puzzles & tests – try the Disentanglement Puzzle
Optical illusions – visit the Illusion Gallery
Teachers’ resources – use the Puzzles of the Month
Curiosities – investigate Edible Geometry
Art & Language – discover the presence of the
Golden Number and of the Fibonacci Series in everyday life and art.
This is a low-tech site, using standard tables and some
java script, keeping it accessible to all. It is colourful
and instructive. Tempt your students to investigate
geometry in a new and fun way.
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Increasing access to secondary schooling requires
more than investment in schools and training
teachers. In mathematics, it requires a broadening
of the mathematics curriculum in the elementary
school years. A mathematics curriculum for the
primary school focussed largely on calculation is
unlikely to provide appropriate foundations for
young people to undertake high school studies in
mathematics. Introducing students to information
technology and methods of representing and
interpreting data may also be important, but at a
much more basic level it is clear that a calculationfocussed mathematics curriculum in the
elementary school is unlikely to develop in
students the mathematical thinking needed for
later studies in algebra, geometry and
trigonometry.

This contrasts with the view of arithmetic taken by
writers such as Liping Ma, well known in the USA,
who see the study of arithmetic and arithmetical
relations in the primary school as providing an
introduction to mathematical thinking, and not
simply as a means of teaching computation. That
is another story.
Max Stephens
Immediate Past President

ABN 41 101 392 045
Freephone: 1800 305 022
Mobile phone 0405 503 603

The Tsukuba study suggests that the ability to
read and interpret number expressions
relationally, that is by looking at the relations
between the numbers themselves and the
operations involved, without having to calculate, is
a very powerful technique for dealing with
symbolic expressions. The Japanese national
course of study is quite clear in stressing a
balance between sound approaches to calculation
as well as the importance of reading and
interpreting number expressions in uncalculated
form.
In many developing countries, where calculation
has been the dominant focus of the mathematics
curriculum in the elementary school, there has
been little attention to reading and interpreting
number expressions in uncalculated form. A
calculation-focussed mathematics curriculum in
the elementary school is therefore unlikely to
provide the foundations for relational thinking
which appears to be necessary for students to
make a successful transition to the study of
algebra.
CRICED will replicate the above study in Thailand
in the next six months in order to make some
recommendations for the teaching of mathematics
in the elementary school years in that country.
There are implications here for the way we
approach arithmetic in Australian primary schools
as well. Too many Australian students see no link
between their study of arithmetic in primary school
and their introduction to algebra in high school.
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Ongoing internet and media advertising of
your professional expertise throughout the
year for only $100.00
Join the many teachers and ex-teachers
who earn extra money by tutoring in their
special field through toptutors.com.au
No commission.
Charge your own fee direct.
Log on to www.toptutors.com.au
for more information
August 2004
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From the Executive Officer
Essential Learning
In July the MAV Council made a submission in response to the VCAA curriculum reform consultation process
around a Framework of ‘Essential Learning’. Council generally responded positively to the ideas underlying
Essential Learning. In their submission Council stressed the importance of mathematics as “a core discipline that
must be retained, indeed strengthened in any redevelopment of curriculum in schools.” Council argued, the key
elements and potentials of good mathematics education include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

the historical and cultural development of mathematics
the development of a curiosity about mathematics, and hence a confidence in using maths
the ability to think and reason mathematically
the appreciation and understanding of the universality of mathematics
the integration and application of mathematics across the curriculum and into students and their communities’
lives
the ability to be able to represent and communicate in a range of ways about mathematics
the ability to reflect and be critical abut mathematics.”

30 August – 3 September
An invitation for your school to
take part in a FREE national project

What teachers said
about being involved in
Reach for the Stars in 2003:

Help students and the community
to see maths being used — real numeracy.

“The kids were excited
about being part of a
national project!”

The full submission can be found in the What’s New section of the MAV’s web site.
Conference
Julie Allen of The Full Pretzel, an events management business, has recently joined the MAV on a full-time basis to
oversee our remaining PD calendar for 2004 and, more significantly to manage the MAV’s 2004 Annual
Conference, “Towards Excellence in Mathematics.” We welcome her to the MAV fold. Julie has already enthused
the Conference Committee with a range of exciting innovations for our Conference. Thursday, 2 and Friday, 3
December 2004 are going to be memorable days for all who attend. You can contact Julie Allen by e-mail
<jallen@mav.vic.edu.au> or by telephone +613 9380 2399. Further details about Conference planning can always
be found at http://www.mav.vic.edu.au/pd/confs/index.html.
Exam Services
Pauline Rogers, our Professional Officer (Exams Publication), has left the MAV. We all wish Pauline and partner
Adam well in Vincentia, NSW. The MAV solutions for the 2003 VCAA VCE mathematics examinations are still
available and can be ordered from the MAV right now. The MAV’s revision papers for 2004 will be published early
in September and orders are now being accepted.
Simon Pryor

Reach for the Stars is a numeracy-oriented mass-involvement
activity for primary and junior secondary students which is part
of the National Literacy and Numeracy Week celebrations.
In 2004 the theme is travelling to school.
• Get your class to pose questions and collect data
about how they travel to school.
• Contribute your school’s data over the Internet
(before Tuesday 31 August).
• Receive a report summarising the data from
all Australian students via e-mail (on Thursday
2 September) and investigate it with your students.
PLUS… explore the project website for a range of further
activities you could use to extend the theme in other
classroom work (Mathematics, SOSE…) during
National Literacy and Numeracy Week and beyond.
Reach for the Stars emphasises quality learning in an
enjoyable and ‘fun’ environment. Individual teachers can
choose the extent of their involvement: some will simply take
part in the national project to gather and examine data about
Australian students, others will use the associated resources
to build a substantial series of lessons around the theme
— it’s up to you!

“Schools become
mathematically vibrant
when they work together
on units of maths about
common concepts.”
“The flexibility of the
project made it
easy for everyone.”
“Because the information
the girls were collecting
was for real analysis
by people other than
themselves they were
highly motivated… the
authenticity of the task
provided the stimulus to
do it as well as they
possibly could.”
“Students particularly liked
the immediate return
of national data.”

For more information and to register your school go to

http://www.aamt.edu.au/reachforthestars

Reach for the Stars is a project coordinated by The Australian Association of Mathematics Teachers
and supported by the Australian Government and the Commonwealth Bank Foundation.
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Games Days 2004 - Year 9 Maths Games Day
nd

On Wednesday, 2 of June, 136 Year 9 students from 20 schools from across the metropolitan area met in
the Eca Centre for the Yr 9 Maths Games Day. We opened with a musical selection by our year 9 musicians,
then a welcoming address by the principal, Mr A Simpson, and from Mr S Pryor of The Mathematical
Association of Victoria, and our co-host.
The games got underway with a board game and after a short break, the problem-solving section in which the
team had to solve as many problems as possible within the time available. This was followed by lunch during
which the students were again entertained by the year 9 “musos” and the visiting teachers were treated to a
dance display by the year 9/10 dance students.

Full Page Advert

The Relay was held straight after lunch. More problem solving, but this time a runner from the team had to
collect a question from the front and return to the team. The teams were given three chances to get the
correct answer. If it was wrong they were sent back to try again. And finally, just for fun, another board game.
While the adjudicators were determining who were the winners, we had some fun with spot prizes and drew
the staff challenge (we wondered about our maths teachers when the first three entries had the wrong
answer).

Maths for Vic

The winner was St Michael’s Grammar, followed by MLC B, Doncaster SC B, and Camberwell Grammar B.
Congratulations to all the competing teams, and thank you to the many students who assisted, our
entertainers and to supervising staff, Mr M Cooke, Ms S Perichon, and visitor Mr K Joseph.
Thanks must also go to our sponsors: Objective Learning Materials, Jacaranda Wiley Ltd, Pearson
Education, and The Age.
Michael Westbrook
That elusive staff challenge:
Reading was a popular pastime with
Joan, and she was an avid collector of
books for her home library. She was
particularly proud of a rare twovolume autobiography of Ned Kelly;
both books were sturdily bound with
covers one centimetre thick, while the
written pages of each book measured
four and a half centimetres in total
thickness.
Imagine her horror when she
discovered one morning as she
picked up the books from her
bookcase, that a hungry bookworm
had eaten its way from page one of
Volume 1 all the way through to the
last page of Volume 2.
What distance had the bookworm
travelled?

Year

School

Date

Contact

Email

6

Genazzano FCJ College
- Fully Booked Scotch College
- Fully booked St Paul’s

Friday
27 August
Tuesday
31 August
Tuesday
31 August
Tuesday
31 August

Phil
Tascone
Michele
Linossier
Heather
Steenholdt
Liz
Treloar

TascoP@gen.melb.catholic.edu.au

7
7
7

Overnewton Anglican
Community College

Michele.Linossier@scotch.vic.edu.au
hesteenholdt@stpaulswgl.vic.edu.au
Liz.Treloar@overnewton.vic.edu.au

Should you have any questions please contact the school directly.
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University of Canberra
Maths Day 2004
University of Canberra Maths Day (UCMD) is an
event that draws together schools from all across
Victoria, to enjoy, learn and most of all pit their
wits against one another in heated competition, all
in the name of mathematics. This year, St.
Michael’s Grammar School had the privilege of
hosting this prestigious event, amassing 36 teams
from 21 different schools, each comprising 5
students and 1 supervising teacher, making a
grand total of, how many people? You do the
maths. The day consisted of 4 major competitions;
firstly, 10 problems to be solved by the entire team
in a Group Contest. This was followed by the
Swiss competition – two opposing teams locked in
an intense duel: the aim – to see which of the two
can determine the most answers to a
mathematical pattern under the pressure of time,
and without communicating to group members.
This task sets closely matched teams against
each other, heightening the tension and levels of
concentration. After lunch, the competition
resumed with the ‘Cross Contest’. Sounds
intriguing? The team is divided into two, and a
crossword puzzle is handed out. But it is no
ordinary crossword puzzle; there are no words,
only numbers, and the clues are all obscure
mathematical equations. The catch: the across
clues, dependent on the values of the down
answers, are distributed to one ‘half’, and the
down clues, dependent on the values of the
across answers are distributed to the other ‘half’.
No communication is permitted, but once one side
has the answer, the other side will be provided it intense competition, indeed. The final contest is
the contest everyone loves: the relay - a
mathematical relay competition, where
contestants run up to their supervisors to receive
the question and run back to the team to answer
it. Its fun, energetic, and above all, crucial to
determining the final ranking. Overall results of the
day were as follows:

Trophy
Category

2004

UCMD
Cup
Overall
winner

Melbourne
High
School

The
Monash
University
Cup
Most
improved
team
St.
Michael’s
Grammar
School

Econometric
Cup
Best novice
team

University
High School
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At the end of the day a raffle was drawn - for
students: 5 vouchers for $30 each, and for
teachers: a voucher - dinner for two at “Café
Armenia” (complements of the owner of the
restaurant Mr. Vahe Sargsyan).
It must be noted that, without the dedicated work
of Mr. Vahe Sargsyan from St. Michael’s Grammar
School who organised and ran the day, his
‘helpers’, supervisor-teachers from all schools and
a team of Year 11 and Year 9 students who
helped with scoring and catering, the entire
competition would not have been the success that
it was.

Presents Free
to Victorian
Secondary Schools
New Maths Resource

The latest instalment from the City of Melbourne in
their Investigating Melbourne series is in schools
now! Please keep an eye out in your school or
department for Investigating Melbourne Maths and
Science Learning Activities, a handy resource for
organising maths excursions in the City of
Melbourne.
Produced in cooperation with Melbourne Museum
and the Mathematical Association of Victoria, this
resource is a compilation of learning activities
designed to assist teachers in developing
students’ awareness of how mathematics
surrounds us by applying mathematics to various
sights around the City of Melbourne.
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